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In the not-too-distant past, we often used the term VUCA
(Volatile, Uncertain, Complex, and Ambiguous) to de-
scribe the nature of the unpredictable world we are living
in. However, even the term itself is not immune to the un-
certainties it describes and is now giving way to a tumul-
tuous world marked by BANI (Brittle, Anxious, Nonlinear,
Incomprehensible). Despite our aspirations to break free
from the grip of COVID's tyranny, we find ourselves con-
fronted by new challenges, including the rise of Al tools
such as ChatGPT and geopolitical tensions exemplified by
the Israel-Hamas conflict.

In this edition of Ripples from the Bay, our focus is on “Liv-
ing Out Holy Love in a Turbulent World.” As we navigate
the uncertainties, Telok Ayer Chinese Methodist Church
(TA) received the year-end announcement of pastor
postings within the Chinese Annual Conference. We bid

a fond farewell to Rev Chua Ooi Suah, who has led TA for
the past 12 years, marking the conclusion of a remarkable
ministry journey. In Rev Chua’s own words, “God has His
plans, allowing me to experience a ministry journey that
has a clear beginning and end!” As he steps into retire-
ment, he places his trust in God, acknowledging the One
who controls the future, and commits to continuing the
journey with the Lord.
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Another chapter unfolds as we say goodbye to Rev
Jasper Ngoh, whose faith journey began at TA. Re-
flecting on his time amidst storms, uncertainties, and
victories, Rev Ngoh witnesses the unwavering grace
of our Lord Jesus, particularly in the care extended
within our Christ community. As he embarks on a
new chapter at Charis Methodist Church, our prayers
accompany him, trusting in God's guidance and
protection. Within the larger Methodist family, we
hold confidence that our paths will intersect, fostering
mutual encouragement in the pursuit of holiness and
the expression of holy love.

Amidst farewells, we extend a warm welcome to our
new pastors, Rev Glenn Tan and Rev Irman Halim.
Their intriguing backgrounds and experiences add di-
verse threads to the tapestry of our church family. Rev
Clenn Tan, in a self-introduction titled “Sinner Saved
by Grace,” reflects on Ephesians 2:1-2, acknowledging
a past marked by back sliding. Rev Irman Halim hu-
morously characterises his family as a “rojak” blend of
Chinese, Korean, and Indonesian cultures. For those
eager to learn more about our new pastors, delve into
their self-introductions and, even better, join us in
extending a heartfelt welcome as they embrace their
roles in TA in the coming year.

Embracing the theme of this issue, our brother Lim
Kah Seng directs our attention to 1 Corinthians 1:27,
emphasizing God's penchant for choosing the seem-
ingly foolish and weak to confound the wise and
strong. Drawing inspiration from the Christian acts of
kindness in Yangon, Myanmar, despite scarce resourc-
es, he prompts soul-searching questions: “Why do we
belong to a seemingly prosperous church that could
have nothing?” and “What can we do for a seeming-

ly impoverished church that has everything?” These
questions challenge us to re-evaluate our roles and
contributions within the broader Christian community.

Sister Law Siok Niu draws from Jeremiah 3:22a and
6:16a, urging us to return from faithlessness and seek
the ancient paths. She reminds us that all honour and
power belong to the Lord, emphasizing wholehearted
obedience and magnification of His presence through-
out our lives. In the recognition that our Lord orches-
trates everything, we find solace and refuge beneath
His protective wings.
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Sister Grace Mok shares a powerful testimony of
navigating unexpected health challenges, specifically a
diagnosis and treatment for lung cancer. Her account
vividly illustrates the faithfulness and trustworthiness
of our God, whose guiding hands orchestrated the
seemingly impossible for her healing.

On October 2, 2023, our faithful servant, the late
brother Gay Tong Sun, departed to be with the Lord.
Prof Tan Chew Lim, Tong Sun'’s brother-in-law, re-
counts the sudden loss due to a heart attack. Brother
Tong Sun leaves behind a legacy, serving as a silent
role model for us all on faithfully and quietly serving
our Lord.

Amid the turbulence of the world, how do we live out
holy love? One tangible action is found in becoming
disciples of Christ. Many within our community have
taken their initial steps through Disciple classes. This
edition of Ripples features reflections from members
who experienced Disciple Ill. Looking ahead to 2024,
more classes will be organised. If you sense your heart
quickening and hear His voice urging action, consider
signing up for Disciple 1and Companion in Christ.
Disciple 4 is already fully subscribed by the time you
read this issue of Ripples.

The TA family has the divine blessing of not one,

but two magnificent church buildings. We are full of
gratitude for God’s guidance during the church build-
ings’ restoration journey. In this edition of Ripples,

we feature an update from Brother William Toh, the
chairman of the TA Property Management Committee.
Prepare to be captivated by vibrant images showcas-
ing the work in progress!

As the Christmas season envelops us, let Isaiah 9:6
serve as a reminder: “For unto us a child is born, to
us a son is given, and the government will be on his
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsel-
lor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”
May peace envelop every member of TA during this
joyous season.



Rev Chua Ooi Suah
PASTOR-IN-CHARGE
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Thank God that the first church | was appointed to in 1985
and the church | served for the last 12 years before re-
tirement are both Telok Ayer Chinese Methodist Church.
God has His plans, allowing me to experience a ministry
journey that has a clear beginning and end!

Reflecting on God’s leading throughout my journey, | have
several thoughts:

The Mystery of God’s Choice

| deeply resonate with the song “How Can It Be?". As a
sinner like me, saved by the precious blood of the Lord,
how can it be that my Lord and my God died for me? The
grace bestowed upon believers for salvation is a mystery,
and being chosen by God to be His servant is also a mys-
tery. In God'’s household, there are many talented leaders
with administrative abilities and many other loving, devout
members who may be more suitable as preachers. It is a
mystery that God chose someone as ordinary as me.

God'’s Grace is Abundantly Sufficient

The path of full-time ministry is a treacherous one. At
times, facing dreadful storms, encountering thorny pains,
and tasting the bitter cup can be challenging, but though
the cross is heavy, it will not outweigh the grace of the
Lord. In addition to His companionship, God is my con-
stant help and support. As long as | remember to lift my
head in worship and bow my head in prayer, His power
and wisdom are never absent.

God'’s Provision is Marvelously Bountiful

All my daily needs, including housing, meals, and the ed-
ucational needs of my children, are more than sufficient.
God'’s provision is marvellously abundant, not only in
material aspects but also in the companionship of fellow
travellers on this journey. | believe these “companions on
the road” are God's gift.

Looking back over the 38 years, many fellow travellers
have exemplified virtues such as love, faith, and diligence,
becoming my role models.

In conclusion, | am still on this journey, sometimes feeling
satisfied, and other times uncertain. The end of each jour-
ney is also the beginning of another. | know that | can’t
face the next journey solely by relying on my past expe-
riences, but to confront tomorrow by always relying on
God, who controls the future, and continuing the journey
with the Lord. Amen!
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Rev Glenn Tan

A Farewell Message
from Rev Jasper Ngoh

As | reflect on the journey we have shared over the past four years, |
write these words with a deep sense of gratitude and humility. Telok
Ayer Chinese Methodist Church holds a special place in my heart
because this is where | took my first steps in faith, and the community
here has played a pivotal role in nurturing my whole person. TACMC
has not only been my spiritual home but also a place where | have con-
sistently encountered God's grace in my life.

Being co-labourers with you during these four years, especially
through the challenges of the pandemic, has been a privilege and an
honour. Through the storms, uncertainties, and victories, | have wit-
nessed the unwavering grace of our Lord Jesus, specifically in the way
that we care for one another as a Christ community. The theme of our
church, “Following Christ, Being Disciples”, resonates deeply with me,
and | wholeheartedly believe in our shared mission to be a community
that relentlessly pursues holiness and faithfully lives out the perfect
love of God in our words and actions.

Looking back, | hope and pray that, in some small way, | have contrib-
uted to the growth of holy love in our church. As | move on to a new
appointment at Charis Methodist Church, | trust that TACMC, in the
company of a new set of pastors, will continue to experience fresh
facets of God’s empowering grace that keeps us in step with the Holy
Spirit and propels us in the love we have for one another.

Over the past four years, your warmth, encouragement, and prayers
have sustained my family and me. Your love for us has been a constant
light, guiding us through our shared journey of service and ministry. |
want to say a big thank you to everyone in the TA Family.

As | head to Charis Methodist Church, I'll keep the important lessons
and memories of our time together close to my heart. I'm excited to
see how this wonderful community will keep growing, especially in
how TACMC shines bright as a guiding light for the CBD and Telok
Blangah community.

May we remain in connexion with one another!

With profound gratitude and warm regards,

Jasper

Sinner saved by grace:
A self-introduction

When | was first invited to write an article so
that the brothers and sisters at Telok Ayer Chi-
nese Methodist Church could get a sneak pre-
view into the life and person of their new pastor,
a plethora of taglines ran through my mind. |
finally settled on “sinner saved by grace” as | was
poignantly reminded by Ephesians 2:1-2 that

a period of my life could aptly be described as
“dead in transgressions and sins.”

| started attending Grace Methodist Church in 1986 (when
| was 10 years old) but decided that Christianity was bor-
ing, irrelevant and untrue several years later. After leaving
the church in 1996, | wandered in the wilderness for 12
years.

God miraculously brought me back to church when my
wife expressed an unexplainable curiosity toward Christi-

c i

anity. This led to my own heart-warming,
life-changing encounter with God whilst
attending an Alpha course. Since returning
to church in 2007, | am thankful for the
many people who have journeyed with me;
mentors who invested their invaluable lives
to shape mine.

Today, the quote by John Wesley, “The
Gospel of Christ knows no religion but
social; no holiness but social holiness”
underpins my understanding of pastoral
ministry. | look forward to learning from
the rich tradition of TACMC, walking with
brothers and sisters in our journey to per-
fect love for God and neighbour, so that
we will spur one another on towards love
and good deeds.
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| am married to Lina and have two chil-
dren, Kristlyn (13 years old) and Kristan
(10 years old). Outside of ministry, |
occasionally indulge my interests in art and
cooking and | leave you with some pictures
for your viewing pleasure. Looking forward
to meeting you in 2024!

Until then, may our Lord Jesus Christ
Himself, and our God and Father, who has
loved us and given us everlasting consola-
tion and good hope by grace, comfort your
hearts and establish you in every good
word and work. Amen! (2 Thessalonians
2:16-17)

Rev lrman Halim

Be shepherds of
Qod's flock...
A seli-introduction

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

It is a joy indeed to be given the opportunity
to provide a short introduction for myself and
my family, and | am honoured to be given the
opportunity to serve the Lord at Telok Ayer
Methodist Church from 2024 onwards.
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| am Rev. Irman Halim (# 2:1%), a pas-
tor with CAC for the past 11 years, having
served for 3 years at Changi Methodist
Church and 7 years with Hakka Methodist
Church. 2023 has been my sabbatical year,
where | had the opportunity to tour of and
take a short course in Israel. The course
has deepened my understanding and love
for the Bible. As one of my lecturers liked
to say, “Many say that being in the Holy
Land makes the Bible become more alive
to them, but | think the right saying is that
it makes Us become more alive to the
Bible”.

| am married to Yun, and we have two
children - Chloe is 14 years old and Ca-
leb is 12 years old. We are quite a “rojak”
family in that | am ethnically Chinese (born
in Indonesia and now a Singaporean), my
wife is Korean, and my kids are “confused”
to say the least, having to juggle between
Chinese, Korean, and occasionally, Indo-
nesian cultures. But if you ask them, they
will proudly tell you that they are true-blue
Singaporeans!

In many ways, the word “rojak” also aptly
describes my life journey, in that it has
been filled with many different life experi-
ences and challenges. Like many of us in
the church, not only am | a 3rd generation
Christian, but both my parents are Meth-
odist pastors in Indonesia. Some of us in
the Church might have met them before

- they are Rev. Fajar Lim and Madam
Tjoa Gek Tjin, who served the Indonesian
service at Telok Ayer Methodist Church for
a few years.

The turning point in my life came when |
found Christ in the midst of a very difficult
time in our family’s journey. | accepted
Christ to be my Lord and Saviour when |
was 14 years old and subsequently dedi-
cated my life to serving the Lord at a youth
camp when | was 16 years old. The Lord
honoured my desire to serve Him full time
(this was not without its challenges! But
that is another story for another day) and |
have been serving in the Methodist Church
upon my graduation from TTC in 2005.

TACMC is a church steeped in rich tradi-
tion and culture, and | am excited to be a
part of this wonderful and vibrant com-
munity. As it will be my first year serving
at Telok Ayer, | would like to observe and
learn from the church, to eventually un-
derstand and discern God’s working in
the church. I look forward to serving and
co-labouring with the members, leaders,
and fellow pastors of Telok Ayer Methodist
Church.

Above all, as | begin my ministry with the
church | am once again reminded of my
calling as a pastor by the writing of the
apostle Peter in 1 Peter 5:2 - “Be shepherds
of God'’s flock that is under your care,
watching over them—not because you
must, but because you are willing, as God
wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest
gain, but eager to serve”.

Indeed, let us continue to serve the Lord
and one another in love and humility, and
as we celebrate Christmas, may we look
upon Christ, who “did not come to be
served, but to serve, and to give his life as
a ransom for many.” Amen.

10
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Lim Kah Seng

Living out

Holy Love in
A Turbulent
Worlc

‘But God chose the
Joolish things of the
world to shame the wise;
God chose the weak
things of the world to
shame the strong.”

1 Corinthians 1:27

11

We are blessed in Singapore for having a wise and strong
government. Our government policies have made our na-
tion financially strong where home ownership is high and
our median household income a month is over $10,000
(based on Year 2022 data).

Many Singaporeans including Christians have amassed
wealth and knowledge through our education system,
job and business opportunities. Few have issues with
daily needs like food, clean water, shelter, education and
sanitation.

In comparison to much of the world, Singaporeans are
indeed “wise” and “strong”.

In March 2018, by God's grace, | visited Yangon, Myanmar
with a non-Christian organisation to conduct a children’s
camp for about 350 children. This organisation primarily
provides rice, basic amenities and education for the chil-
dren as its vision is to help the children break out of the
poverty cycle through education.

There were many orphans in Yangon. Natural disasters
such as Cyclone Nargis in 2008, with a reported death
rate of 138,000, aggravated the situation. Many of these
orphans are homeless and left to fend for themselves on
the streets.
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In Yangon, | met Christians who do “fool-
ish things” in life. These are people with no
resources even to feed their own families
and children and yet they provide care

to orphans. They opened up their homes
and took in orphans from the streets. They
shared their homes and their food and
gave their love and attention when they
did not even have enough for themselves
and their children.

They did “foolish things” that we Singapor-
eans wouldn’t easily consider doing.

In the childrens camp, | was
able to attend their Christian
worship session. The childrens
Singing was the purest worship
| have heard in a church setting.

Yet, it was a church with no air-
conditioning and no chairs, and where the
children were not nicely dressed. But it was
a church with the voices of children singing
and worshipping Jesus. It was a church
which seemed to have nothing but yet had
everything it needed.

Something in me changed after that trip.
I had gone to Yangon thinking | was wise
and strong. Yet | came away ashamed. |

had not learnt to love “foolishly”. | asked

myself, “Who has more faith? The man
with all the daily bread he ever needs

and yet holds tightly to his surpluses, or
the man with almost nothing and yet still
shares his home and resources with others
in need?”

A question we may need to ask God is
“Why do we belong to the church that
seems to have everything and yet could
have nothing?” Another question is “What
do we do for the church that seems to
have nothing but yet has everything ?” If
we profess to be followers of Christ, our
church should have no “walls” and be
all-inclusive, regardless of our financial
status and resources.

In recent years, God also led me to World
Vision Singapore, an organisation that
reaches out to poor and needy children all
across the globe. Child sponsorship has
become an essential part of my life and
truly | believe this is the thing God wills me
to do.

| thank God for showing me these things
in the world which have led me to change
my view on money and to embark on child
sponsorship with World Vision Singapore.

To live out Holy Love in a Turbulent World,
we may need to do foolish things in life,
where our actions are not based on world-
ly wisdom but on Godly love.

12
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Grace Mok

God's Wings of
Refuge:
My Testimony

| want to give glory to Almighty God who
took me through a series of events con-
cerning my health, and to testify to the
grace and mercy God has lavished on me.
Looking back now, | can only conclude
that God has His hand in every detail of
this incredible journey, fully covering me
in body, mind, soul and spirit.

On the 10th of August, | was told | had
lung cancer, and that | should have the
tumour removed as soon as possible. My
doctor promptly got an appointment for
me to see the lung surgeon in five days.
However, the PET scan and MRI for stag-
ing could not be done within those five
days in the public hospital because of the
long waiting list. God sent help in the per-
son of a family friend who is an Oncologist
in private practice. With his assistance, |
had the two scans done at a private centre
soon after. Much to our relief, the results
showed no spread to other parts of the
body.

Our moods were somewhat dampened,
however, when told by the lung surgeon
that the surgery could be done only six
weeks later. So we considered going pri-
vate, with various recommendations and
options from our Oncologist friend. Then
| was told by the lung surgeon that he was
earnestly working towards bringing the
surgery forward. | was then assigned a
case manager, who made arrangements
to have a battery of pre-operative tests
done within a week so that | would be
ready for surgery at a moment’s notice.
On 23rd August, | received news that |
would be operated on the next day, exact-
ly two weeks from the date of diagnosis.

It seemed impossible at first. Who could
have done it but our awesome God?

Subsequently, the lung surgery was suc-
cessful under the divine hand of God. My
recovery was largely uneventful, apart
from the pain, and other discomfort as-
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sociated with this type of surgery. At
the post-operative review, the histology
reports again confirmed there was no
spread to other parts.

So where was God in all this?
Right beside me every step of
the way. He surrounded me
with all the good people to
make sure nothing went amiss,
including the primary doctor
who was vigilant enough to
investigate my complaint,
setting in motion the whole
process that resulted in the
best outcome | could have
asked for. Catching it early was
key. God orchestrated it.

It would not be true to say | did not go
through an emotional roller coaster.

From anxiety, confusion, and despair,

to hope and relief. They were all there.
But through it all, | never doubted God's
infinite goodness, everlasting faithfulness
and unfailing love for me. On the days
leading up to the surgery, God spoke to
me His words of comfort, encouragement
and reassurance through the Scriptures
and spiritual songs. In the interest of time,
I will quote just two. From Ps 91:4 He will
cover you with His feathers, and under
His wings you will find refuge; His faith-
fulness will be your shield and rampart.
From Isaiah 46:4 | am He who will sustain
you. | have made you and | will carry you;
| will rescue you. And many more! Indeed,
it was an endless supply of God's rich

15

blessings and consolation. My cup run-
neth over.

While waiting to go into the operating
room, | was left alone, but | knew that
Jesus was with me, driving out all fears. |
had the peace of God, right there in my
heart! Before putting me to sleep, the an-
aesthetist told me not to worry, and that |
was in good hands. | remember thinking
to myself, | am in God’s hand, which is far
better. The next thing | knew, | was wo-
ken up and was told that it was all done.

When | was first diagnosed, | did not

ask God ‘why me?'. | understood that
because of sin, it would have been more
reasonable to ask ‘why not me?’. But God
has a purpose in all this, and | will not let
my sufferings go to waste. Every day, |
walk in confident trust in God’s indescrib-
able love for me. He met all my needs
where they were and will continue to do
so in the years to come. May God hold me
fast and help me lean into His strength,
come what may.

| would like to formally thank our pas-
tors, our brothers and sisters in Christ as
well as other friends who prayed for me,
and showed me care, concern and kind
support. Your prayers have made a huge
difference. I've come to truly appreciate
and value the power of prayer in our
community, and the church, both within
and without TA. | needed that. But God
gets the highest honour. He is Jehovah
Rapha, the God who heals. Jesus is my
strength through the storm and over the
storm. All glory to Him who reigns forev-
er and ever!

Praise the Lord. Amen!
Thank you.
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In line with TACMC's theme of “Pursuing
Holiness, Living out Holy Love,” the TA
English Service Discipleship and Nurture
Committee held the course “Disciple IlI:
Remember Who You Are” from February
to October 2023. Over the 32 weeks, 13
participants met together every Tuesday
from 7.30 pm to 10 pm and delved into the
study of the relationship between memory
and identity as observed in the Old Testa-
ment Prophets and the Letters of Paul. As
a group, they explored the shared themes
such as the calls to remember, to repent,
of renewal, and the fostering of communi-

ty bonds. REMEMBERAWHON,® WFARE]

Below are some reflections shared by a
few who had participated in the course.

Khoo Fun Ming:

Attending D3 class was almost like going study was a better way of understanding His
through a tough course like Officer Ca- word. In a group, the discipline of studying
det Training in SAF Training Institution... the Bible daily became a habit and | would

| reserved Tuesday nights for 32 weeks to feel guilty if | skipped any reading. Most
attend the lessons and often had to beg importantly, D3 challenged me to read the
off from business dinners when | travelled Bible systematically as we also consulted Bi-
overseas. | found that the difference be- ble commentaries during individual study to

tween reading the bible alone (where God seek further explanations and insights. All
often spoke to me personally) and studying  praise to God as we ended our final lesson
the scriptures in a big group was that group  with dinner and Holy Communion!
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Gavin Chan:

A key takeaway for me was that the proph-
ets’ messages often focused on calling the
people back to God, and emphasised the
importance of repentance, righteousness,
justice, and faithfulness. The prophets
warned against idolatry, social injustices,
and disobedience to God’s commands,

and predicted serious consequences if the
people refused to repent and change their
ways. Yet, they also conveyed hope and
consolation through the promised resto-
ration, redemption, and the coming of a
future Messiah. The prophets and their
prophecies remain relevant to this day, pro-
viding moral guidance and offering precious
lessons for us on faith, accountability, and
the pursuit of a just society.

Chong Soo Fern:

The world today is full of chaos, violence
and hatred, throwing Christians into con-
fusion, hopelessness and discouragement.
Often, our faith may be shaken too. Having
gone through 32 weeks of D3, studying in
depth God's messages delivered through
OT prophets and Pauline letters, | gained
new insights and a deeper understanding
of how God shows us His faithfulness in
fulfilling His covenant, spurring us to put
on the armour of God individually and as

a community of faith to fight against the
evil in the world. Thus, it would be good if
every church member, young and old, could

Teresa Teh:

Through this D3 course, | learnt that proph-
ets are God's messengers, chosen by Him
to remind others of His faithfulness and
compassion despite their disobedience. For
example, when Israel and its leaders repeat-
edly disobeyed God, the prophets remind-
ed them to repent, return to God and stay
faithful to their covenantal relationship with
God. The prophets also brought hope to
God'’s people, speaking of God's promise to
send a Messiah who would save the world
from sin. They remind us that God, with in-
finite compassion, will not be satisfied until

So, if you feel your heart beating just
that little bit faster and you suddenly
feel that maybe a Disciple course may
be just what you need to take you
through 2024, do sign up ior Disciple

1 and Companion in Christ [Note:
Disciple 4 registration is closed].

join a Disciple class to equip themselves.

Lia Melinda:

I live in Indonesia and log into the Zoom
session every week. | completed “Disciple

I: Becoming Disciples through Bible Study”
last year with my husband. This year, my
daughter asked me why | was taking the D3
course. She said, “Mom, | saw you strug-
gling with your research, reading the Bible
endlessly, and saw your disappointment
when you couldn’t understand the task.”
Later, my son also asked me the same ques-
tion. But here is why | persevered in the D3
journey....

During an assignment where we had to
read about Ezekiel's vision of the valley

of dry bones (Ezekiel 37), representing
people’s spiritually dead condition, | real-
ised that my own spiritual body had been
akin to being in the ICU and could have
died at any time. If | had not been brought
to the spiritual hospital (i.e. church), and
been cared for by the medical team (i.e.
fellow believers) which was full of loving
individuals who regularly provided me with
spiritual support, | would have perished.
My fellow D3 participants motivated me
with their stories and inspired me with their
unwavering belief in God. | can confidently
say that the TA family has been like this
spiritual hospital, and | am now spiritually

rejuvenated and fully alive by the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ. | see myself as clay,
and God is my Potter. | have been born
again to praise His name forever and He will
use and empower me to spread His Gospel.
Although it will be a long process, God will
sanctify me through the Holy Spirit’s guid-
ance and enable me to put on new clothes
of righteousness every day.

So, yes, | participated and continued in the
D3 class because | want to be effective in
sharing my faith with my family and friends,
students, and neighbours. | want to pass
down this faith to my children, daughter-
in-law, and especially to my granddaughter
and future generations. |, Lia Melinda, a
wife, mother, mother-in-law, and a “nay-
nay”, was once a stray sheep but | can now
confidently say that | am a citizen of Heav-
en. | hope that my story of faith will inspire
you to also take up a Disciple class in 2024
and that it will lead you to a truly fulfilling
life by drawing you closer to God. Through
these classes, you can receive the spiritual
nourishment necessary for regeneration,
which will enable you to love as Jesus has
loved us.

the whole world is saved (Isaiah 45:22-23).

From the stories of prophets, | learnt of the
importance of offering God’s compassion-

ate and forgiving love to all people so that
His salvation may reach the ends of the

earth.

Progress Update of TA
Restoration Work

Praise the Lord who blesses the Telok
Ayer Chinese Methodist Church with two
buildings, and nurtures multi-generations
of believers through TA.

The renovation of TA 2 is completed,
pending some minor patching of defects.
This article provides an update on the
progress of the restoration of our TA
church building, a project that stands as a
testament to our commitment to preserv-
ing and enhancing the sacred space where
we gather to worship our Lord.

As you may be aware, the restoration
project officially commenced on February
1, 2023, with a contract period of twelve
months. However, we faced challenges

in the initial stages, particularly delays in
obtaining permits from the authorities.
Additionally, unforeseen structural issues
on Levels 1 and 2 and concerns with the

William Toh

CHAIR,
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE

terrazzo floor necessitate a more com-
prehensive approach. Consequently, the
completion date for the Temporary Occu-
pation Permit (TOP) has been extended to
the end of April 2024.

In the face of these challenges, we turn

to the scriptures for guidance and solace.
Proverbs 16:9 reminds us that “The heart
of man plans his way, but the Lord estab-
lishes his steps.” We trust that despite the
delays, the Lord is guiding this restoration
project according to His divine plan, and
we continue to place our faith in His per-
fect timing.

To address the additional requirements,
we have diligently pursued avenues of
support. With the assistance of our con-
sultants and contractors, we submitted

an urgent grant request to the National
Heritage Board (NHB). We are pleased to
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report that in October, we were informed
the total revised fund granted is much
higher than the previous grant. Praise the
Lord for His abundant provision.

The restoration process involves various
aspects, and we are pleased to share the
progress of the ongoing works, various
levels of the building are undergoing trans-
formation:

Level 4 Demolition works and hacking of
existing floors for the new lift core and
waterproofing.

Level 3 Hacking of floors in toilets, nurs-
ing rooms, and the prayer room, along
with the installation of electrical conduits,
aircon ducts, and equipment.

Level 2 The removal of existing paint,
laying of electrical conduits, and aircon
ducts. Checking for hollowness of plaster
and cracks.

Level 1 The demolition of existing toilets,
removal of paint, and laying of electrical
conduits. Checking for hollowness of plas-
ter and cracks.

The external facade is undergoing the pro-
cess of removing existing paint.

We are grateful for the hard work and ded-
ication of our contractors, architects, and
consultants who are diligently ensuring
the quality and integrity of the restoration
process. We seek your continual support
to see through the restoration work.

Haggai 1:4,7-8 (NIV) reminded us:
4“Is it a time for you yourselves to be
living in your panelled houses, while
this house remains a ruin?”... 7 This
is what the Lorp Almighty says: “Give
careful thought to your ways. 8 Go up
into the mountains and bring down
timber and build my house, so that |
may take pleasure in it and be hon-
oured,” says the Lorb.

We look forward to your continued
prayers, support, and patience as we
navigate through this restoration journey.
Together, as a community of believers, we
look forward to the day when we can once
again gather in our renewed and spiritually
enriched sanctuary.

[Note: please refer to the church bulletin
for various means to contribute to the
restoration of TA]
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Laying of electrical
conduits and aircon ducts
and equipment works.

Checking for hollowness of
plaster and cracks.

Laying of electrical
conduits and Aircon ducts.

Demolition of existing
walls, beams and columns.

9-0ct 2028 at 09:26:52
235 Telok Ayer St
068656

Singapore
Telok Ayer Chinese Methodist Church

Hacking of existing terrazzo
floor finishes.

21

Removing of existing paint
and laying of electrical
conduits.

Removing of existing
paint.

28 Aug 2028,at 09:48¢
‘ 235 Telok Ayer
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